GROWL CLASS/Detouring Doggie Delinquents
Group Obedience/Behavior Class for Preventing & Handling Aggressive Displays

10 a.m. Saturdays April 23, April 30, May 7, May 21

A Rare Opportunity to Gently & Safely Train Nervous or Aggressive Pets Around People & Other Dogs

Using Natural Pack Behavior and Science-Based Animal Behavior Techniques
This session will be held outdoors under cover to allow maximum space for participants. Shaded areas have misters, and there are wading pools and ponds to keep everyone cooled off. Information on the location and directions will be provided to registered participants. Sorry – no visitors during this session.
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            Aggression is based on fear. The dog fears the approach of strangers, is nervous around children or other dogs, flees or charges when startled, barks incessantly at the neighbors’ pets or growls when the food bowl is approached. 

                Punishment increases the aggressive reaction in the long run, even if the dog initially seems quieter after being yelled at, admonished or worse. Your dog has to learn to trust you to take care of the scary things, to allow you to decide who enters your home and to be polite to other dogs. You can become the senior partner in your relationship; be boss without acting bossy.

                This program offers basic obedience commands/cues in the face of distraction, along with sound proven behavior modification techniques. 
                Learn gentle, effective ways to conquer or control your dog’s fears. Get back to the fun of living with your dog. He can learn to accept you taking his things and grabbing his collar.

                Teach your dog to more calmly accept people and dogs he sees on his walks. Develop realistic expectations for your pets. Not all dogs need to visit classrooms full of children. Some dogs are happiest if they never go near dog parks or group doggie daycare. If your dog has had a bad dog park or day care experience, this is an opportunity to help him conquer his fears.

                Encourage your pet to look to you for guidance rather than growling or snapping. Learn to talk dog, reading the information his body language is providing. Use your own body language to help show your dog you are in control of the situation and help you both relax more.

Strict Supervision, Management & Equipment Requirements to Protect Handlers and Dogs. Limited to 8 dogs.

Adult handlers only. Family & household members 16 and older are also welcome to attend.

Early bird discount price: completed questionnaire & payment must be received by March 30: $160. 

Registration after March 30: $195. 

$25 discount for those registering by early bird deadline and who have completed Best Paw Forward private classes or Detouring Doggie Delinquents workshops

Only a few Growl Class series are offered each year. The next is July 9, July 23, Aug. 6, and Aug. 13.

Payment and a completed questionnaire must be submitted together for approval. Our system for approving dogs for this workshop is understandably cautious and time-consuming. Payment must be submitted before your form is reviewed. Checks and charge cards will not be processed until the minimum number of dogs is reached. If you cannot attend for any reason you may use your class credit toward Best Paw Forward classes or programs through December 2011.

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Best Paw Forward Inc., 1835 Oak Haven Plantation Road, Osteen FL 32764-8872 
Focus on fun and positive motivation -- Clicker Spoken Here; Longest-running group clicker classes in southeast U.S.
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P.J. Lacette has been training dogs for more than 35 years and specializes in counseling behavior problems and social issues. Her extensive background in changing behavior problems with a gentle approach has developed into a number of special programs for dogs with social issues. Please check the web page or contact her about private work for problem pets, or e-mail Best Paw Forward to be added to its events and seminars list.
Member: Association of Pet Dog Trainers (charter member), National Association of Dog Obedience Instructors, Dog Obedience Clubs of Florida
